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B oWt of painstaking 1abor Hestowed by tha
478 on | the safe disposal of the hidden hoard
r Frénch.- The fon of the
$evidente of the finish and perfection of-the

e process” uf eoncexlmg the secréts of thé

ot the' md, ‘slabs or rocks were 1aid and probably
eemented; at any'rate the well was nevef found by ex-

our time, es were both tunnel and shaft,
have been most artfally eoneealeﬂ_ Some

but the' opening
that American
le_ depth lower
| before itdexistence was discloged thra the use of a divi-
" ningt ¥od, 48 relafed to me by Morns E‘nyxer Twill tell -
you about um l.m-

Loose earth mixed with country rock was dpmped nto
- it, but so gkillfully was this dons tha}] using the words
nf Huyler, who did the digging and durmg away, ‘it

was not ﬁ]wutmckﬂluan!mdhnllmtwedm 3

shaped them to crudely fepres
lone “to deceive tlm lndiam and’ Spaniards

iof the dead 1t vas the dibcovery tha't one
oles, which he cleared ont, ¢ontajned no hu-
ins’and was a sham grave made of deliberate
that ultimately in our time/ put one of the
sistent Imnters of the biiried treasure upon the
e and othets pursued. This same investiga-
tor’found holes in the bard rack.nes the shafi that
- were used i assaying Bre They- were
in shape and could well anbwer, lhe purpose
examination for gold.
 Value of Hidden Hdard.

The ‘exact value of-the gold left {n the tunnel has
nlw:yn béen a matter of controversy in Iuchu]eul
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on. On the top, level with the flgor .

" alohg the trail
_ that a larige number of Utes wasnot ta

in tfle Fltght,Down the
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and Steal Their

ngtheh‘nmofpome*
o the plains to proctire buffalo rieat.
llmon in. lileme,afor th -

ots® of
them, the “m of cannibalism bung upon
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The French

Make a }

" powder on the part of the French.” The water in the

1 small treck whence they obtained this necessity Yvas

pomued and several men died before the evidences of
poison were observed. This compelled the French to
diig a well but as the side of the peak is underlaid with
seepage it ws no dxﬁmnlt task. N
So as thig ign of h
and malevolence pmsecmcd that there could be no
doubtthat it was conducted with an intelligent pur-
‘pose. Indians, l:lt to follow thgit own devices, would
have attacked in force #nd fouglit it out, one way or
other. If victorious, they would have massacred the
ite invaders and have done with it. * If defeated
lhey would have fled, never to return, having no stom-
ach for the French guns. The wearing, grinding, dec-
imation of a strong force was of Latin inspiration; :l
- looked ahead too far for the Indian mind.’
nd as their food and powder lessened the ef!eel
‘ofAhe stealthy warfare began to manifest itself. Horses.
weré slyly killed for food and in tlie end the guard over.
the-diminishing number of them had to protect the ani-
mals from the soldiers. as well as from’the Indiansy
Then, tdo, the men were nearly driven frantic by as-
sanlts from anotlier source.
-was the breeding place of a particularly venomous add
rapacious fhosquito which;’ tho small in size, was as
eager in the pursuit of blood:as the monster culex of
the Alaskan bogs. - This pest, drawn by blood .of alain
horses and men, fed rlolonsly on the living from sunup_
to sunset,.and the sufferers waxed desperate. Savage
counter-attacks upon the Indians were attempted, but
the redskins vanished like scared Yabbits, artfully
mbintaining a a)mw of remtance which only resulted
in wasted amm
Ther(- is gre;t abwnnly in this part of the legend,

*¢ounty. ‘How the sum $33,000,000 carte {o be g

-~ accepted is a matter depmdu:g on the exchange ulue

- of gold a hundred or more years'ago and its value in
modern dollars. Asa Poor of Denver
lmmd the shaft and he and his associates obtained in

! some way information from France that|the value of
the secréfed hoard on Treasure Peak was $27,000,000.

¢ If the golf} was left there prior to the Ererich revolution
its valne/ vonld have been stated in livres| which would
have to; e converted into francs and tHe frants into

“ ¢ dollars t; obtain an A 5/’ But no sum
mentioned has fallen below $27,000,000, whereas the
higher \'n!nalmn bas reached 435

Tt isidifficult, now, to piece ‘toge!

- ings on Treasure Peak after the F ’s prepara;
_"'tlons preliminary to their departure/hdd been made.
Tho original report ‘of the lone Suryivor must have
been vagul in detail and dxc cuplcs of it, or purported
eapies, séen by connty e¢er-
tainly gs‘e no basis for an nccnra(c dunc‘ ppar-
ently, Indians never let up for a' ddy mlumr at-

her lllo happen-

tacks. - They stole, stampeded,.or killefl’so| many of

sb the ynrlf‘n horses that the Frenchmeri became alarmed
Gver( oss in view of their d fijght. The
ead h that were retrieved served one goqd means;
they lurﬁﬂhed food, the supply of which was rapidly
uywbul}ing the vanhhmg point. Sham attacks in
forge wqu systematically made, cn\mlug the loss of

as the man who *

The i among the French is too
strong to be lightly set aside. Tt is possible'that they
ate thoso of their companions who were killed by-the
Indians. Such things had been dong before afd bave
been dona since.. The fficers ymhahly knew what
as going on and shut their eyes to it.

What became of the-houses that had been erected

at the rendezvous is not difficult $6 surmise. The
nights are infensely cold in that high altitude. For-
merly wood for fires had been hauled from the forest.
The Indians put an end to that: The French must then
‘have resorted to the timbier in the houses for fuel, de-
stroying one after ancther to obtain warmth for chélf
shivering bodies. Thé destruction of the last house un-
doubtedly marked the time for their dash to liberty.

The Last Days in Camp. ,

Imagine the plight of these surviving members of
<that gay and vivacious 300" who sattled there tempo-
ranly five years hefore to dig out virgin gold from a.
virgin country. 1t sé¢ms as if the demon of the minés
~~that mythical spirit which is so universal in Mexican:
folk-lore—had pe-mitted them to ravage bjs lands un-
til theéy had gold in ities beyond the

The snow-soaked ground

Escape.

the liberty to move beyond a circumseribed limit was
gone or was vanishing,

Cold, emaciated, hungry and fevered
insidious assaults of the redskins, desperal
stings of the still more savage mosquitges, their blood
thinned by lack of proper food and the probing of a
vicious insect pest, d:cxr tempers frayed.to the smap-
ping point, and no mau kmowing when his lifs would be
sacrificed for the flesh on his bones, guspiclon and
hatred in everyoge’s mind, the last days of the encamp-
ment on Treasuré Peak must have resembled such a hell
as Dante pictured.

1 have not named any of the officers for the sim-
ple reason that none has cropped out in ths gtories that
are afloat in Archuleta county. There must have been
some, of course, and if they were of the pre-revolution-
ary stock Lhey also must bave been aristocrats. The
identity of the sole survivor is another mystery. That
he must have been a man with a constitution capable
of enduring the extremes of hardship and exposure is
evident beyond qualification. - That he was a lettered
man would seem to appear from the fact that he made
a report on the'expedition; tho he might have dictated
its geperal details to some other person. Thenfore,
we cahnot say with cmmnly that he was a commis-
sioned officer or even a minor one. It is quite probable
that ail the higher officers were killed early in the
tighting. For convenicnee we will call the only sur-
vivor Labregu.

y, Thirty-Five Men Left.

Being now at the limit of their resources the
Frenchmen decided to act promptly. What was left
of them, with the few remaining horses, made a dash
for- the lower country, with which they were quite
familiar. They-did not get away scatheless. The In-
dians hung upon their trail, killing a number of the
fugitives and more of their horwr ‘There was no at-
tack en-masse. It ivas a continuance of the kind of war-
fare that had been so destructive on Treasurs Peak.
Gatting into action restored the mérale of the soldiers.
Labreau, judging from the report to the gourmnent.

held them together by represe:
"nét present a united front the In
stroy them

“Tho Ingtnd‘\u that only thirty-five of tha orig-
inal number of two hundred of the Frenchmen escaped
from the besieged rendezvous and reached the Arkansas
river. The remnant struck that river at about the site:
of Buena Vista, and they were on known ground. They
kneav that by followmg the courss of that river thoy
wonld come to the habitations of whito men.

‘The First Mishap onthe Way Out.
The Frenchmen were now in the country,of the
Ute Indiang (designated By the early voysgeurs.as

ng that if they .did
n3 would soon de-

tho he does not claim the prcctdtnce, was the man who ,

- Ulahs), with which tribo amicable relations had been

when (hclr party was in that re-

drams of avaricg, and then had turned the batteries
".of his_entity uppn them. . Gold they Fad in «plenty;
gold patiently nnd laboriously gathered, and carefully
and gkillfully hldden away’; but food and comfort and

glon_ the year previous. No Utes, however,’ were ‘en-
conntered and-without delay they llarted eastward
«along tho banks of the Arkansas river,''Game was
enally obtained,and they fed well, Racent umphua

~reached ‘the rampart

64 the Uto trail, which miad
wide detour'to avoid the Royal gorge l&t the Gn]ura:i:
p of ;lh:inl’he::ei and looked out

which! :
river. It the fal
mundwuh 0 und- yell -w. on!
bon -of cottonwood n-ées n!ong the Arkaneas river re-
ts-desertlike g rance. Had
their- arrival been timed earlier thaypg::ld have ob-
served. gaudy”patches-of eolor made by innumerable
d flowers surrounded by.patches of the rich prairic
grasses =0 esgerly sought by countleds buffalo, large
gangs of wxld horses, dee? and antelo b, Most of these
animals had-moved north or south,: s their grazing-
habits dxrec,;cd, but many stayed ip th
Bear and wolves and small game rems
out the year.. They problhly got back
tho Arkansas niear the site of Canon City. Not far be-
yond ther a band of Utes returning from a successful
game hant surpnud and surrounded them. Recognition
forestalled hostilities and after the formalities of g
feast in honor of the whites the two parties separatcd [,
and went their respective ways.

Their next encounter with Indians was not-sa
fortunate.. Safety from attack had bred carelessnrss
and one morning they were awakened by a commotion
among the horses, which had been hobbled and I-it un
guarded. They mhcd to the spot, only to see the en
tire bunch in wild flight with fndians on ponies senrry
ing off with the stampeded animals. Hastily snal
up their gunsg the Frenchmen followed on foot and
into an ambush from which showers of arrows, -
killing seven and wounding nearly all more or less <
riously. Two died later of their wourds.

The Frenchmen fired a volley in the direction fron

npon the vhat, undula

them but met such a determined resistance that after »
namber were killed they withdrew and disappeared

Makeshift Canoes Constructed.

They were now left on foot. They had to ga on o-
wait where they were, exposed to more nttacks and von
fronting the samne canditions of privation fram w
they escaped by evacuating their camp on Trea:
peak. The loss of the horses was a scvare ope.
Tabrean, who had gone out to look over the larid; now
came back with the information that a short distance
down the stream was a heavily timbered isl
with dense undergrowth, principally ha.
wild plum. He advised that the par
there before proceeding to further oper: s i
veying all the goods and food te the island consumed
the better part of the day. Watchers stationed on tlic
billy banks saw no signs of Indians. The tnbesmen
that attacked them, judging from the locution, must
have been Comanches.

~ The leaders deliberated far into the night oyer.
their nétt move. They were under no misapprehension
concerning the Indians. The persistent campaiga car-
ried on at Treasure -peak had taught them that' the
red men wonld continpe their aggressive by stealthy
onslaughts az long as there Wwas an object to he wained.
The white men’s guns and ammunition constituted the
object in this case.

Labreau held to the view that there was hut on

wl of getting out of their predicamént and that was |

uild cances and float down the cprrent. To thix
plnn all:assented. - Il appeared to hive some knawi-
edge of canoes and dlnnleQ the work. The first hnilt
were _quite simple and alsg crnde, but they served ax
samples. They had some buffalo skins, but not enongl:
for the purpose intended, so ten
to find buffalo and kill them. Whili; they
twenty boat frames of stoutly woven willows were put
together and the bides at hand were stretched over ten
of them, It was caleulated that each canoe would hold
ten men and the ather boats could be filled With pro-
vislons and other necessaries. What could not be car-
ried thus would have to ‘be abandoned. Thery were
now twenty-six men in the party, seven of them 3o
severely wounded that they were of no assistance.

The buffalo hunters did mot return tbat night,
their failure to afrive causing miuch Anxicty.

(Confinued Next Bunday.)
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